in their sense of responsibility to their work, and if a maker, by scrupulous attention to every detail, from the selection of the crude drug up to the finished product, or by the application in certain cases of improved or special methods of manufacture, feels that he is able to put before the medical public a better product than the average, I do not see why he should not use legitimate means to reap the commercial advantage to be derived from his exercise of greater knowledge, skill, and care in his work; and the use of a 'registered' name enables him to do this in a way that frequently would not otherwise be practicable. There is here no disadvantage to the public because the appeal would be to the medical man, who is competent to judge of the matter. The case is far otherwise when manufacturers, whether using 'registered' names or not, put up their goods in a style that appeals to the lay user direct, and so tends to foster the practice of self-medication, and this is done nowadays to a larger extent than it ought to be, and is a subtle principle of business that directly traverses the province of medical men, whether viewing their interests from the professional or material point of view, and, worse than that, is as real a danger to the public as the use of ' patent' medicines pure and simple. For the vast majority of patent medicines, after all, are harmless; the damage is mainly to the pocket of those whose credulity is imposed upon; but in the type of business I allude to, drugs of dangerous potency find their way into the domestic medicine chest without any reference whatever to the medical profession.
In regard to patent medicines advertised directly and openly to the public, I think that much of the evil might be overcome if it were required by law under sufficient penalty, as I fancy has been already done in some of our Australasian Colonies;that all medicinal preparations offered to the public should bear on the label a full statement in English of the contents of the bottle. The 'man in the street' would then soon find out that the use of the many much-advertised patent medicines forms an extraordinarily extravagant way of treating his ailments."
Mr. W. J. UGLOW WOOLCOcK desired, as a visitor, to give the meeting a little enlightenment on the book which had been referred to in somewhat scathing terms. It was properly named the " British Pharmaceutical Codex," not the " Pharmacopceial Codex." A closer acquaintance with the book would teach one that. He would also like to say why the book was published. In a subsidiary way it gave the composition of certain substances which had been known under trade naiues; and that object was not inconsistent with the main purpose of the book, which was to compile a list of substances used in medicine. There were a large number of substances in common use which were not included in the " Pharmacopeeia," for one or two reasons: either they were so old that the more advanced section of the medical profession had discarded them, though they were still in use among older practitioners; or that the "Pharmacopoeia " was published at such long intervals that there must be many substances which had come into use in the last ten years, for instance, which should be in the book. The object of the Pharmaceutical Society in publishing such a book was that it should form a compendium of medicines; and they included in it all the drugs and chemicals which were at all in use, and felt also that they should include some of the drugs and chemicals recently introduced under their Latin names. Tempting though the subject was, he did not propose to enter into a discussion as to the division of secret remedies. Dr. Dixon admitted there were remedies of extreme value which had been patented, and those the medical man, as well as the pharmacist, required to know something about; and there were manufacturers who willingly supplied information about their drugs, and had supplied it in the form which had been presented to pharmacists and the medical profession. He supported the statement of Mr. Gamble as to the amicable relationship between the General Medical Council and the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society; it was idle to talk of an injunction or anything of the kind. The whole of the first edition of the " Codex " was sold out within six months, so that in case the impression should have been left on the minds of those present that at No. 17, Bloomsbury Square there was a large stock of the " Codex " which could not be sold, he wished to say that was quite a mistaken idea. He thanked the Society for the permission to address the meeting.
Mr. E. F. HARRISON said he was very glad to know that the Section was devoting two evenings to the discussion of the matter, as it was one of very great importance, and one on which the attitude of the medical profession would very largely influence the public. He thought Dr. Dixon had made rather too light of the importance of the ordinary quack medicines from the medical man's standpoint. People often procured quack medicines when they would not go to consult a medical practitioner; and the medical man had many means of properly influencing the public, such as the way mentioned by Dr. Duncanson, by letting them see the composition of the quack medicines they took. It was true that patent medicines often contained but little of what was
